
 

 
FROM FR. MARK 

 

Today we enter into that part of the season of Lent called “Passiontide,” a time when we 

more intently and somberly focus our attention on Christ’s Passion. We try, in effect, to take 

ourselves 2000 years back in time and walk with Jesus in those last days before Good Friday. 

Though not mandated but permitted and practiced in some Roman Catholic churches, the statues 

and crucifixes are covered. Good Friday has not yet happened, so there is no cross yet; Easter has 

not happened, so no saints are in heaven. Keep this in mind in the coming days: “I’m walking 

with Jesus, and Peter and the apostles…With Judas. With John, and Mary Magdalene… Walking 

toward Jerusalem, stopping in Bethany, going to the temple….I’m in the Upper Room, at the 

Last Supper…In the house of Caiaphas…In the palace of Pilate…Standing with Blessed Mary as 

they scourge her little boy….” 

  

The bodily/physical reminders of these days are so important to our experiencing the 

meaning of the season—Jesus created us in bodies, and came and spoke to us and suffered and 

died in His body. Which is why it’s so important to experience the mysteries of this season “in 

the flesh.” One way we do this is through the physical acts of penance we give ourselves: the 

minor suffering of our personal Lenten sacrifices (giving up sweets or video games, or fasting or 

abstaining from meat on Fridays) because they remind us of the sufferings of Christ, and His 

love for us. 

  

But another very important way we experience this in the flesh is through the outward 

signs of our liturgical and prayer practices. So, please, come to the church and physically take 

part in the various sacraments, liturgies and other pious activities of the Church and parish in the 

next few weeks. 

  

I strongly encourage all of you to take advantage of the extra confession times: 

Wednesday at 6:30 PM at Holy Cross-Wendelin, Friday at 2:15 PM at St. Joseph-Olney, 6:30 

PM at St. Joseph-Stringtown and on Saturday at 4:30 PM at St. Joseph-Olney. I also encourage 

you to go to one or more weekday Masses and spend time in Adoration of Our Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament. In particular, please participate in praying the Stations of the Cross, 

especially in the church—you can do so either privately or together at the listed times.  

 

In this Passiontide, I want to reflect on a beautiful prayer composed by John Henry 

Cardinal Newman: 

 



May the Lord support us all the day long till the shadows 

lengthen and the evening comes, 

and the busy world is hushed,  

and the fever of life is over, and our work is done!  

Then in his mercy may he give us a safe lodging, 

 and a holy rest, and peace at the last! 
  

Lent is a time for us to think seriously about who Jesus is and to renew our faith. We go 

deep inside, into the very depth of our souls, in order to begin our spiritual life all over again. In 

Newman’s prayer, Jesus supports us as we go about our busy, hectic lives. He is there when we 

are working and so busy that we are not even aware he is with us. Then, in the quiet of the end of 

day, we know Jesus has been with us every minute. Then, at the end of life, we know that he 

awaits us with shelter, rest and the peace that passes understanding.  

  

As we listen this weekend to the narrative of the raising of Lazarus, it helps us to 

comprehend the conflicts Jesus faced as he moved toward his final days.  Arriving in Bethany, he 

wept when he was told that his beloved friend, Lazarus, had died. He knew that Martha and 

Mary believed he had failed them by arriving after their brother had died. The sisters rebuked 

him, but they still had faith in his power. 

 

Over the objections that it was too late to try to save Lazarus, Jesus commanded that the 

stone be rolled away from the tomb, and he shouted for Lazarus to come out. For most of the 

mourners, at the sight of Lazarus, their unbelief turned to belief, their grief turned to joy. In one 

moment death was conquered, and they knew God was with them. Others, for political motives, 

saw this as an opportunity to have Jesus killed.   

  

In the week before Passover, Jesus was in Bethany again. Lazarus was there, alive. Mary 

in her gratitude anointed Jesus’s feet and dried them with her hair. While some believed more 

strongly, others, including Judas Iscariot, began to plot against him.  

  

Jesus’s life was like ours in many ways, full of anxiety and responsibility. He was under 

pressure from many directions. Some wanted to elevate his status, others wanted to destroy him. 

He called on God to help him, and we do also. During Passiontide, and especially in Holy Week, 

we are reminded of the price he paid when he took on human form. We might ask, why must this 

happen? Are we ready to follow him through the suffering and the glory of the next few days?   

  

Here is his promise and our reason for claiming him as our own: “I am the resurrection 

and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”  

  

 


