
FROM FR. MARK: 

QUESTIONS ON IMPLEMENTING THE ORDER OF CELEBRATING MATRIMONY 

 

Why must the Marriage Rite take place in a church? A very good way to know what the Catholic 

Church believes is to participate in its worship. This is especially true in the case of marriage. The Catholic 

wedding rite, whether it is celebrated within a Mass or not, is a powerful teaching tool. This is experienced in 

many ways, for example: 

in the active role taken by the couple who, in the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, are the 

“ministers” of the sacrament; 

in the fact that the wedding takes place in a church, signifying it is a sacred action; 

in the scriptural readings which speak of God’s plan for marriage and his presence to the couple; 

in the music which lifts our thoughts and feelings in a prayerful, joyful way; 

in the homily given by the priest or deacon addressing the couple and their guests about the meaning of 

marriage as well as its joys and challenges; 

in the vows and exchange of rings in which the couple express their freely-given consent, promising to 

create a loving and lifelong union of permanence, fidelity, and openness to children; 

in the various prayers and blessings through which the Church solemnizes and supports the journey on 

which the couple is embarking. 

Does the Matrimony rite make any provisions regarding the possible role of a non-Catholic 

minister in a Catholic wedding? No, there are no changes in this regard. Upon request of the couple, the local 

Ordinary may permit the Catholic priest to invite the minister of the party of the other Church or ecclesial 

Community to participate in the celebration of the marriage, to read from the Scriptures, give a brief exhortation 

and bless the couple.  

 So although the bishop’s permission is required, the details of how these options might be integrated 

into the Catholic ceremony are not specified.  

How much of an impact does the liturgical calendar have on the celebration of Matrimony?  Are 

there days when wedding Masses are not permitted? The new edition changes nothing in this regard, though the 

pertinent instruction in the Introduction is more specific that it was in the former Rite of Marriage.  

How is the new acclamation after the Reception of the Consent to be handled? The second edition 

of the Marriage rite introduces a new conclusion to the Reception of the Consent: the celebrant says “Let us 

bless the Lord,” and the congregation replies “Thanks be to God.”  This is not an optional part of the ceremony, 

although the rubric notes that “Another acclamation may be sung or said”.  As a new element in the OCM in 

English, this dialogue will not likely be familiar to regularly practicing Catholics, let alone to visitors who are 

present at the wedding, so carrying it out gracefully presents a challenge.  Various suggestions have been made 

that might help overcome this difficulty. One obvious solution is to include the dialogue in the program or 

worship aid, although the acclamation takes place at a point in the ceremony when attention will be focused on 

the bride and groom, and people might not be following along in a printed text.   

What is the Blessing and Giving of the Arras (Coins)? The word arras literally means 

“pledge.”  Usually, the arras consists of a small cask containing thirteen gilded or plated coins symbolizing 

prosperity.  The formula which both bride and groom say to each other during the exchange of the arras 

highlights their commitment to share together all the goods which they will receive during their married life. 

What is the Blessing and Placing of the Lazo or Veil? The lazo is a type of lasso or yoke to symbolize 

the marriage union.  Its most usual form is a double-looped rosary; one loop goes over the groom’s shoulders 

and the other over the bride’s with the cross hanging between them.  The two are now tied together for life, so 

to speak.  To use the biblical expression, they become “one flesh.” 

The veil seems to have had its origins as a symbol of both a dying to one’s past self (like a funeral pall) 

and as a protection from danger (like a cloak or protective covering).  While the woman wears the veil, it is 

placed over the shoulder of the man and oftentimes the lazo helps to hold it in place.  It is usually placed just 

before the Nuptial Blessing, since the Nuptial Blessing, symbolized by the veil, is the “protection” which the 

Church offers the newly married couple. 


