
Sunday, March 7, 2021 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

 

   Eucharistic Celebrations    

  

Mon. Mar. 8 6:30PM (at Stringtown) 

Tue. Mar .9 6:30PM (at Lawrenceville) 

Wed. Mar. 10 8:00am Special Intention 

Thu. Mar. 11 6:30PM (at Wendelin) 
 

Sat. Mar. 13 4:00PM (at Wendelin) 

 5:00PM Henry & Maxine 

Brookfield 

Sun. Mar. 14 8:00am Herman Ginder 

 8:00am (at Stringtown) 

 10:00am (at Wendelin) 

 10:00am  (at Lawrenceville) 
 

OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS 

Bulletins: Dr. Herb Brokhof 

Missalettes: Mark J. Kuenstler, CPA 
  

OUR TITHES FOR FEBRUARY 28 
Parish Operating Expense per Week = $9,847.00 

Envelopes: $10,353 (54) Loose: $65 

Guatemala: $105 (6) Black & Indian: $135 (3)    
 

* AROUND OUR PARISHES * 
Wednesday, March 10 

• Bulletin deadline, 3:00 PM. Write, type or 

email all announcements. 

Friday, March 12 

• Finance Council, 12:00 PM (Noon)  
 
 

    St. Joseph School Notes     
 

Monday, March 8 

• Reconciliation for all students grades 2–8.  
Wednesday, March 10 

• School Mass, 8:00 AM (Grades 5 & 6 
attend).  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
* Thank you to Maddi McKinney and Tristen 
Payne for sharing Camp Ondessonk information 
with our collective children. 
 

* Join us at the K of C Fish Fry - Friday, March 12. 
Staff members are excited to help with this 
important event. 
* St. Joseph School has the opportunity to provide 
$30,000 in tuition assistance to our children 
through the Empower IL tax credit scholarship 
program. We have a matching donor for the first 
$15,000 donated before March 31.  This donation 
provides a 75% tax credit in the state of IL. For 
more information: https://empowerillinois.org/ 
donate/make-my-tax-credit-scholarship-
donation/ 
* The school is not able to allow visitors to the 
office. If you need anything, simply use the buzzer. 
A staff member will help you outside. 
 

 

CALENDAR WINNERS - $25 
March 1: Jason Steber (#674) 
March 2: Betty Richard (#273) 
March 3: Bonnie Stokes (#174) 
March 4: Dallas Racklin (#604) 
March 5: Bob & Stephanie Ochs (#750) 

 

Let Us Pray For: Cindy Foerster, Loren Ginder, 

Cathy McDowell, Gerald Ochs and Kurt Wengert. 
 

Please call or email the Parish Office to add your 

name to the Prayer List. Unless notified to extend, 

the listing in the bulletin will be for four weeks. 
 

During the Season of Lent… 
RECONCILIATION prior to mass, from 5:00PM 

until 6:15 PM 

* Mondays at St. Joseph-Stringtown 

* Tuesdays at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville 

* Thursdays at Holy Cross-Wendelin 
 

* Saturdays at St. Joseph-Olney (4:15PM-

4:45PM) 

* Sundays at St. Joseph-Olney (7:15am-7:45am) 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS… 

Fridays at 6:30 PM at St. Lawrence-

Lawrenceville and St. Joseph-Stringtown 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH: While 

Fridays in Lent normally are a day of abstinence 

from meat for Catholics, canon law provides an 

exception for solemnities that fall on a Friday. 

The Solemnity of St. Joseph (March 19) will be 

on a Friday this year; therefore, Catholics are not 

obligated to maintain the usual Lenten abstinence 

on Friday, March 19, 2021. 
Canon 1251 notes, “Abstinence from meat, or 

from some other food as determined by the 

Episcopal Conference, is to be observed on all 

Fridays, unless a solemnity should fall on a 

Friday. Abstinence and fasting are to be observed 

on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.” 
DUE TO COVID 19 we are not able to have our 

St. Joseph Table. Pray as a family the following 

table blessing on the Solemnity of St. Joseph 
All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
R/. Who made heaven and earth. 
One of those present or the leader reads a text of 

sacred Scripture: 
Listen to the words of the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew: 1:18-23 
Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 

about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found with child through the holy Spirit. Joseph 

her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 

unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 

divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, 

behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 

For it is through the holy Spirit that this child has 

been conceived in her. She will bear a son and 

you are to name him Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins.” All this took place to 

fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a 

son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 

means “God is with us.” 
The leader says the prayer of blessing with hands 

joined: 

All provident God, the good things that grace this 

table remind us of your many good gifts. Bless this 

food, and may the prayers of St. Joseph, who 

provided bread for your Son and food for the poor, 

sustain us and all our brothers and sisters on our 

journey toward your heavenly Kingdom. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. R/. Amen. 
 

Journey Onward Ye Sojourners  

 + J.O.Y.S.+  

Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate 
 

If YOU do not die with Christ,  
you will not RISE with HIM! 

 

The days of Fasting, Prayer and Almsgiving are 
becoming more familiarized -more readily 
observed- and yet are still quite hard! Right? The 
journey might be opening eyes and hearts to 
“sinful things” filling our lives that separate us 
from our God! What “sinful things” does God 
need to prune-cut away- gently remove from 
your life? If we do not allow Him to gently 
remove the “sinful things” (as only HE can!) we 
will not grow-we will not flourish- we will not know 
Love! God longs to prune- cut away- gently 
remove everything that hurts us- weighs us 
down- sadness us- that keeps us from accepting 
His Amazing Love! Do not delay! Ask God to 
come into the messiness of your life and help you 
to let go of everything that is not of Him! Then go 
-go quickly- to the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
where you will be made a new creature in Christ 
- be remade whole - and be Loved! Journey 
onward and carry your cross with Love! Carry it 
with Fasting, Prayer and Almsgiving!  St. Joseph 
pray for us! Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!  
J.O.Y.S 

 

Parish and Family Life Committee: The crosses 

and prayer cards will be blessed at the school mass 
on March 19, and will be passed out on the 

weekend of March 20 and 21. Due to limited 

number, we ask that only one cross and prayer card 

per family.  
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2021 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 

Whoever believes in me will do 

 the works that I do…    - John 14:12 

This weekend our parish, along with all other 

parishes in the diocese, will conduct our Catholic 

Service and Ministry Appeal. The CSMA 

provides a convenient way for all of us, no 

matter what our time limitations, to take an 

active role in the mission of our diocesan 

Church. If you did not receive a pledge card in 

the mail or forgot to bring it, please use one of 

the reply envelopes that are available at church. 

If you are unable to attend Mass in person, please 

return your pledge card to the parish office.  

Please be as generous as you are able. 
 

St. Joseph-Olney is now accepting mass 

intentions through June 30, 2021.  With the 

mass schedule spread across the three parishes 

of our partnership, it is important that we follow 

Canon Law and Diocesan Policy concerning 

mass intentions: Only one intention (person) per 

Mass is allowed. However, for pastoral concerns 

to better accommodate the needs of the 

parishioners, we will adhere to the following: Up 

to three first names with the same last name (i.e., 

John, Paul and Mary Smith) or two last names 

only (i.e., Scott and Smith Families) will be 

allowed per intention. We can accept up to three 

Mass offerings per mass. 
 

Meals for Moms would like to welcome Alden 

Leo Ellison, born on February 10, 2021. Son of 

Jordan and Sierra (Combs) Ellison. 
If you would like to be a part of this great 

ministry and occasionally provide a meal and 

dessert for families that are welcoming new 

babies, please call/text/email Laura Matthews at 

618-924-5901 or laurahaenggi@gmail.com  
 

Respect Life Corner- “Take these out of here 

and stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace.” In the holy Gospel according to 

John, 2:13-25, Jesus turns the temple area upside 

down to rid it of farm animals for sale, as well as 

the moneychangers who set up shop. In a fallen 

nature, they chose riches over a relationship with 

the Lord. The temple also represents our lives and 

our relationship with Christ. A moral bankruptcy 

can begin to overshadow our hearts, when we 

make less time for prayer and the care for others 

and more time for worldly goals and desires.  

Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- This Lenten 

season, let’s reevaluate our priorities individually 

and as families. Do we prayerfully consider how to 

spend Sunday, the Lord’s day? We are reminded 

that Jesus came to purify our hearts that we may be 

a home for God. By going to confession to “dust 

off our hearts” and committing to the dignity of life 

for others, through supportive prayer and actions 

such as: tutoring a child in need of help, 

comforting someone who has experienced loss or 

volunteering in a shelter, we can love God with all 

our hearts, and our neighbor as ourself. 
 

~ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS ~ 
 

Thursday, March 11: 3rd Degree meeting, 

7:00PM. 

Friday, March 12: Fish Fry Night; 5:00 PM- 

7:00PM at the Olney City Park Community 

Building. Seating is limited to approximately 50. 

Carry-outs are preferred. Everyone is welcome.  

Kudos to St. Joe School staff for being volunteers 

this week! 

Thursday, March 18: 4th Degree meeting, 

7:30PM. 
 

The Baby Crib Charity Drive continues in the 

church to benefit new mothers in the WIC Program 

in Richland and Jasper County. Critical items 

needed are newborn diapers, baby wipes, A & D 

ointment, thermometers, and baby clothing. 

Fish Fry Knights of the week are Dan Zwilling 

and the members of Tony Steber and Andy 

Herman and their respective families. 

Knights of Columbus Membership Drive is 

continuing in March and April. If you are a 

Practical Catholic 18+ and are interested, contact 

Hank Ginder at 618-843-3016 or email at 

hnginder76@hotmail.com. 
 

St. Joseph Church 
208 South Elliott St. 
Olney, Illinois 62450 

 
‘Renewing the Vision’ 

March 7, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

 
 

~ Mission Statement ~ 
St. Joseph Parish family is a community of 
believers rooted in the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. Using the individual gifts we have 
been given by God, we minister to ourselves 

and others through prayer, support, and 
service. We nurture our inherited faith life 

and through the power of the Spirit  
pass it to future generations. 

 

 
Website _____ www.stjosephchurcholney.com 
 
Very Rev. Fr. Mark Stec, V.F _________ Pastor 
Fr. Mark’s Cell _______________ 618-841-7324 
E-mail _________________ mstec88@msn.com 
 
Caroline Trimble ________ Pastoral Associate 
Caroline’s Cell _______________ 618-263-7106 
E-mail ____________ CtrimblePA@gmail.com 
 
Kim Kocher ______ Administrative Assistant 

Parish Office _____________________ 392-8181 
E-mail ___ stjosephchurch_olney@yahoo.com 
 
Jeffrey Rosenberg _________________ Trustee 
Elliot Brazil _______________________ Trustee 
 
Pastoral Council: Kurt Ginder, Jane Kocher, 
Wayne Kocher, Cathy McDowell, Vicki 
Stuckey, Matthew Zuber 

 

~ Sacraments ~ 
 

Baptism: Infant or adult, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays from 4:15 PM – 
4:30 PM or contact the Parish Office. 

 

Marriage: Call no later than 6 months 
 in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Any time of need. 
 

 
 

~ Welcome, New Parishioners ~ 
 

Please register as soon as you move into our 
parish. Call the Parish Office (392-8181) to 

receive a new member packet.  
(If you are not receiving church offering 

envelopes, you are not properly registered.) 
 

~ St. Joseph School ~ 
 

Carol Potter ______________________ Principal 
 

Kristen Eagleson ____ Administrative Assistant 
School Office _____________________ 395-3081 
E-mail _______________ office@stjoeolney.com 
Website ______________ www.stjoeolney.com 
FAX _____________________________ 395-8500 
 

School Board: Lora Kocher (Chairperson - 
Stringtown Representative), Christy Blank, Kathy 
Davis, Shanna Ginder, Carrie Hallam, Lauren 

McClain, Angel Padilla, Sara Peavler 
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