
FROM FR. MARK 

 

This past week, May 13, 2017 marked the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady to 

the three shepherd children at Fatima, Portugal, where the Blessed Mother appeared once each month 

from May 13 until Oct. 13, 1917. 

The message of Fatima highlights many central truths and devotions of the Catholic faith: the 

Trinity, the Eucharist, penance, the Rosary and sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. There is special 

emphasis on the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which is a refuge of maternal love for us all and a sure path 

that leads us to God. In the end, Mary’s Immaculate Heart will triumph because Mary is full of God’s 

grace and is all pure. She has the heart of a mother who cares for her children and wishes them to be 

saved by her divine Son, Jesus. 

Although 2017 marks the centenary year, the Fatima apparitions began with the three apparitions 

of the Angel of Peace (also called the Angel of Portugal) in 1916 and extended beyond 1917 with 

subsequent apparitions given to Sister Lucia dos Santos in Pontevedra, Spain (1925-1927) and Tuy, 

Spain (1929). 

Fatima is one of the most significant of all Marian apparitions. Along with Guadalupe (Dec. 12) 

and Lourdes (Feb. 11), it is one of three Marian apparitions honored with a feast day. In 2002, Pope St. 

John Paul II added the May 13 feast of Our Lady of Fatima to the general Roman calendar. May 13 was 

the day of the first Fatima apparition of 1917, and May 13, 1981, was the day when St. John Paul II 

survived an attempt on his life in St. Peter’s Square. John Paul II credited his survival to the intervention 

of Our Lady of Fatima. The assassin’s bullet that narrowly missed killing the pope now is inserted in a 

crown of Our Lady housed at the Fatima shrine. Fatima is also linked with the collapse of Russian 

communism more than 25 years ago. 

It is estimated that some 4-5 million people visit Fatima each year, and more are expected for the 

centennial year, including a visit by Pope Francis, who traveled to Portugal to celebrate the 100-year 

anniversary. 

 

THE 6 APPARITIONS OF 1917 

There were six Marian apparitions to the shepherd children from May 13 to Oct. 13, 1917. All of 

these apparitions took place on the 13th of the month except for the August apparition.  

May 13, 1917 

The children were tending their sheep near the Cova da Iria in Fatima, a few miles from their 

home. A beautiful young woman dressed in white appeared to them over the holm oak. The Lady said 

she was from heaven and wanted the children to return to the same place at the same hour on the 13th of 

each month for six months. She asked the children to pray the Rosary every day. 

June 13, 1917 

Our Lady again asked the children to pray the Rosary every day, and she asked Lucia to learn to 

read and write. She revealed that Jacinta and Francisco would die soon, but Lucia would live longer. She 

then revealed that God wished to establish in the world devotion to her Immaculate Heart, and her heart 

would be a refuge and a way to lead people to God. 

July 13, 1917 

The Lady disclosed a three-part secret to the children. (See “The secrets of Fatima” on Page 12.) 

Aug. 19, 1917 

The children missed their scheduled meeting with the Lady at the Cova da Iria on Aug. 13 

because they were detained by the anti-clerical civil authorities. The children resisted efforts to have 

them deny the apparitions. They were put in prison and released on Aug. 15, the feast of the 



Assumption. The Lady then appeared to the children a few days later, on Aug. 19 at Valinhos near their 

home in Aljustrel. The Lady asked the children to continue to come to the Cova da Iria on the 13th of 

each month and to pray the Rosary every day. She told them that she would perform a miracle the last 

month (October). 

Sept. 13, 1917 

The Lady asked the children to continue to pray the Rosary for the end of the war. She told them 

that Jesus as well as St. Joseph would appear in October. 

Oct. 13, 1917 

The most dramatic of the apparitions. Some 55,000 people gathered on a rainy day near Cova da 

Iria in Fatima and witnessed the “miracle of the sun.” Some 20,000 other people witnessed the miracle 

from as far away as 25 miles. The sun started spinning and grew larger. It looked like it was going to fall 

on the earth. People fell to their knees in fear. The people then noticed that their clothes were completely 

dry even though they had been standing in the rain for some time. Even unbelievers and skeptics 

witnessed the phenomenon. The secular newspaper, O Século, had a front page story on “How the sun 

danced at midday in Fatima.”  

While the people were looking at the miracle of the sun, the three children saw a sequence of 

apparitions. St. Joseph was seen with the Christ Child, and they appeared to bless the world. The 

Blessed Mother was seen robed in white with a blue mantel; then she appeared as Our Lady of Sorrows 

and then as Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. The Lady revealed her identity to the children as “Our Lady of the 

Rosary.” She asked them to pray the Rosary every day and to have a chapel built at Cova da Iria, the site 

of the apparitions. 

 

THE CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA 

On June 13, 1929, when Sister Lucia was in residence at the Dorothean convent in Tuy, Spain, 

she had a remarkable vision of the Most Holy Trinity with Jesus on the cross and the Blessed Virgin at 

his side. After this vision, Our Lady spoke to Sister Lucia, telling her: “The moment has come in which 

God asks the Holy Father, in union with all the bishops of the world, to make the consecration of Russia 

to my Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means.” 

For a variety of reasons, the consecration of Russia as requested by Our Lady did not occur until 

March 25, 1984. Pope Pius XII consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on Oct. 31, 

1942, following the requests of Sister Lucia, the bishops of Portugal and Blessed Alexandrina da Costa 

(1904-1955). On July 7, 1952, he also consecrated the Russian people to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

These consecrations, however, were not done in communion with all the bishops of the world. 

After the assassination attempt of 1981, Pope St. John Paul II decided to carry out the consecration as 

Our Lady of Fatima had requested. On Dec. 8, 1983, he sent out letters inviting all Catholic and 

Orthodox bishops to join him in prayer for the act of consecration, which took place at St. Peter’s Square 

on the feast of the Annunciation, March 25, 1984, before a statue of Our Lady of Fatima. In this act, St. 

John Paul II said: “In a special way we entrust and consecrate to you those individuals and nations 

which particularly need to be thus entrusted and consecrated.”  

Although some have argued that St. John Paul II did not consecrate Russia properly, Sister Lucia 

herself confirmed that the 1984 consecration corresponded to what Our Lady requested. In a letter of 

Nov. 8, 1989, she wrote: “Yes it has been done just as Our Lady asked, on 25 March, 1984.” She 

confirmed this again in 2001. 


