
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

4th Sunday of Advent 

  

   Eucharistic Celebrations    

 

Wed. Dec. 23 8:00am Special Intention 
 

 

Please use Sign-Up genius to reserve your space 
 

Thursday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE  

• 3:00PM, Mass at Ginder Family Farm 

Building 

• 4:00 PM, Mass at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville 

• 5:00 PM, Mass at St. Joseph-Olney 

• 6:00 PM, Mass at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville 

• 6:30 PM, Mass at St. Joseph-Olney  

• 8:30 PM, Mass at Holy Cross-Wendelin 

• 10:00 PM, Mass at Holy Cross-Wendelin  
 

Friday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

• 8:00 AM, Mass at St. Joseph-Olney 

• 9:00 AM, Mass at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville 

(Call Fr. Mark to reserve) 

• 10:00 AM, Mass at Holy Cross-Wendelin 
 

  

Sat. Dec. 26 4:00PM (at Wendelin) 

 5:00PM Jim & Mary Steber, 

  Marjorie Piercefield 

Sun. Dec. 27 8:00am For the Parish 

 8:00am (at Stringtown) 

 10:00am (at Wendelin) 

 10:00am  (at Lawrenceville) 

 

OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS 

Bulletins: Illini Builders 

Missalettes: Kistler-Patterson Funeral Homes 

 

OUR TITHES FOR DECEMBER 13 
Parish Operating Expense per Week = $9,847.00 

Envelopes: $9,450.50 (80)   Loose: $30 

Guatemala: $260 (6)   Flowers: $335 (17)   

Retirement Fund for Religious: $525 (18) 

Campaign for Human Development: $25 (1)  
 

 

 

 

KEEP CONNECTED with the church and 

receive important messages and updates via text 

and email. Sign up for Flocknote by texting 

stjoeholycross to 84576 to get connected. 
 

 

~ Kudos ~ 
* To the individual who made a generous 

donation to the church and school. Thank you! 
 

* AROUND OUR PARISHES * 
Monday, December 21 

• Bulletin deadline, 3:00 PM. Write, type or 

email all announcements. 

Thursday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

•  Office closed 

Friday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

• Office closed 
 

 
 

    St. Joseph School Notes     
 

Wednesday, December 23 

• No bus service.  

• School Mass, 8:00 AM (Grades 7 & 8 attend) 

• Early dismissal at 12:50 PM. 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 

* Thank you to the Carrie Winter trust for its 
support of our music program. We are grateful for 
the ability to buy more instruments for classroom 
and band use. 
 

* Please check out the school's FB page:  Ms. 
Pottorff posts musical performances, and we 
share good news regularly. 
 

* 2021 Benefit Calendars are here. The price is 
$20. Total payout is $8,450. Calendars are for sale 
at the School Office and the Parish Office. 
 

* At this time, the school is not able to allow 
visitors to the office in order to reduce exposure 
to students and staff. If you need anything from 
the school office, simply use the buzzer. A staff 
member will help you outside. 

 

CALENDAR WINNERS - $25 
 

Dec. 14: Preston Kuenstler (#675) 

Dec. 15: Gary & Beth Kocher (#601) 

Dec. 16: Marie Beal (#027) 

Dec. 17: Cheryl Dill (#797) 

Dec. 18: Chad Martin (#549) 

 

Let Us Pray For: Cindy Foerster, Al Forys, 

Esther Jones, June Kuenstler, Darrell Kuhl, Cathy 

McDowell, Gerald Ochs, Emery Oesch, Dr. Steve 

Reid, Bessie Rossiano, Andriea Schwartz, Anita 

D. Scott-Hataway, David Spitz, and all 

Healthcare Workers. 

 

FROM FR. MARK: THE FOURTH 

SUNDAY OF ADVENT: This is the last Sunday 

of our preparation for Christmas, the anniversary 

of Christ's birth. Like Mary and Joseph, we can 

all feel unworthy of the honor of welcoming him 

into our hearts and our homes. We are indeed 

unworthy, not because we have little of this 

world's goods, but because we have so little 

humility, so little charity, so little faith and trust 

in God's goodness. Let us try to imitate Joseph 

and Mary, the humblest of the humble, the 

kindliest of the kindly, and the greatest-ever 

believers in God's goodness and mercy. We can 

never hope to equal them, but we can follow them 

humbly, from afar. 

 

Journey Onward Ye Sojourners  

 + J.O.Y.S.+  

Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate 

The Advent season of waiting and 
anticipating brings us to the last purple 
candle of Peace. May these remaining days of 
journeying towards the babe in the manager 
be one of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace in your 
heart and homes.  Our Blessed Mother shows 
us the way to Jesus in every season, so let her 
show you what Peace on Earth really looks 
like. Join, our Mother and say “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 

according to your word.” There is a Joy in the 
journey and Mary leads the way… Keep to the 
J.O.Y.S 

 

Volunteer Now! Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers 

of Holy Communion (EMHC), and greeters/ushers 

are needed for the Christmas Eve Masses at 

5:00PM and 6:30 PM, and the Christmas Day Mass 

at 8:00 AM. Please use Sign-up Genius to 

volunteer to help at the Mass you plan to attend. 

 

Christmas Flower Memorials: Please use the 

envelope labeled 'Christmas Flower Offering' 

included in your December packet. You may turn 

in any amount of money you wish. This money 

will be used to purchase the flowers to decorate our 

church. On the reverse side of the envelope, please 

print clearly the person the memorial is for. A list 

of the memorials will be published at a later date. 

 

Giving Tree: The deadline is Wednesday, 

December 23. This Advent, our parish again has 

the opportunity to share the real meaning of 

Christmas with our less fortunate neighbors by 

supporting our Giving Tree. You may choose one 

(or more) ornaments from the baskets by the doors, 

purchase and wrap the requested gift, place the 

sticker from the ornament on the package for 

identification, then place the ornament on the tree 

and the gift under the tree. The gifts will be 

delivered during Christmas week. For more 

information, call Rose Ann Schwartz (395-1151).  

 

St. Joseph-Olney is now accepting mass 

intentions through March 31, 2021.  With the 

mass schedule spread across the three parishes of 

our partnership, it is important that we follow 

Canon Law and Diocesan Policy concerning mass 

intentions: Only one intention (person) per Mass is 

allowed. However, for pastoral concerns to better 

accommodate the needs of the parishioners, we 

will adhere to the following: Up to three first 

names with the same last name (i.e., John, Paul and 

Mary Smith) or two last names only (i.e., Scott and 



Smith Families) will be allowed per intention. 

We can accept up to three Mass offerings per 

mass. 

 

Meals for Moms would like to welcome Allie 

Nicole Amerman, born on December 8, 2020, the 

daughter of Nick and Elizabeth (Kuenstler) 

Amerman. If you would like to be a part of this 

great ministry and occasionally provide a meal 

and dessert for families that are welcoming new 

babies, please call/text/email Laura Matthews 

(618-924-5901 or laurahaenggi@gmail.com) 

 

The 43rd Annual Diocesan Christmas 

Collection will be taken up at all Masses on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Parishes and 

agencies throughout the diocese will request 

monies from this collection during 2021 to assist 

those who are in need with food, clothing, 

shelter, utility payments, healthcare and 

medications, funeral and burial expenses, 

transportation and emergency assistance of all 

types. Please consider giving as you are able. 

Thank you. 

 

On each of the individual parish websites, 

there is a link to sign up for Mass. At the top of 

the website, click on: Mass Sign-Up You Must 

Register to Attend. This will take you to ‘Sign-

Up Genius’. Then scroll down to choose the 

Mass you wish to attend. Click on a box to “Sign 

Up” and then scroll all the way down to the 

bottom of the screen and click on “Submit and 

Sign Up”. This will take you to another screen 

where you can enter your name and the number 

of people coming. Then click on “Sign Up 

Now”. It is really very simple! Remember: All 

the faithful of the Diocese of Belleville continue 

to be dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation 

notice. Communion will be distributed outside 

for 30 minutes after each scheduled Mass at each 

parish. Drive to the parish parking lot following 

its scheduled Mass and someone will assist you. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 

appointment or at 6:00 PM Monday through 

Thursday at the individual parish until further that 

has the scheduled weekday mass at 6:30 PM. Mass 

will continue to be Live Stream at St. Joseph-

Olney at 5:00 PM on Saturday, 8:00AM on Sunday 

and at 8:00 AM on Wednesday. 
 

How Can This Be? Words of a visiting angel:  Do 

not be afraid; God has this plan; you are full of 

grace. Mary speaks aloud what we all are thinking: 

“How can this be?” God makes it possible because 

God makes us holy!  
 

* What should I stop fearing?  
* What is God’s plan for me just for this day?  
* What will I do this week as God’s holy person 

that benefits someone else?  
 

Respect Life Corner- In the first chapter of 

Luke’s Gospel, Mary answers the angel Gabriel 

with a profound “yes” to God and His plan for her. 

We notice that in the annunciation story, that God 

picks Elizabeth and Mary to carry out His plan for 

salvation. Both women are on the margins of 

society; an elderly woman, Elizabeth, and her 

younger relative, Mary, a peasant girl. It is a story 

of reversal, the lowly and poor are chosen to 

proclaim God’s salvation plan through His son, 

who also humbled himself to come and bring 

salvation to the word.   
 

Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- Our salvation 

depends on our free will choice to choose to 

cooperate with God. He never forces anyone to 

participate, we must say yes to His plans. How can 

we participate? We can still work to bring dignity 

and peace to people on the margins of society. We 

can share our hope in Christ as well as our gifts to 

those who need to hear the Good News right now. 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph Church 
208 South Elliott St. 
Olney, Illinois 62450 

 
‘Renewing the Vision’ 

December 20, 2020 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 
 

~ Mission Statement ~ 
St. Joseph Parish family is a community of 
believers rooted in the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. Using the individual gifts we have 
been given by God, we minister to ourselves 

and others through prayer, support, and 
service. We nurture our inherited faith life 

and through the power of the Spirit  
pass it to future generations. 

 

 
Website _____ www.stjosephchurcholney.com 
 
Very Rev. Fr. Mark Stec, V.F _________ Pastor 
Fr. Mark’s Cell _______________ 618-841-7324 
E-mail _________________ mstec88@msn.com 
 
Caroline Trimble ________ Pastoral Associate 
Caroline’s Cell _______________ 618-263-7106 
E-mail ____________ CtrimblePA@gmail.com 
 
Kim Kocher ______ Administrative Assistant 

Parish Office _____________________ 392-8181 
E-mail ___ stjosephchurch_olney@yahoo.com 
 
Jeffrey Rosenberg _________________ Trustee 
Elliot Brazil _______________________ Trustee 
 
Pastoral Council: Kurt Ginder, Jane Kocher, 
Wayne Kocher, Cathy McDowell, Vicki 
Stuckey, Matthew Zuber 

 

~ Sacraments ~ 
 

Baptism: Infant or adult, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays from 4:15 PM – 
4:30 PM or contact the Parish Office. 

 

Marriage: Call no later than 6 months 
 in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Any time of need. 
 

 
 

~ Welcome, New Parishioners ~ 
 

Please register as soon as you move into our 
parish. Call the Parish Office (392-8181) to 

receive a new member packet.  
(If you are not receiving church offering 

envelopes, you are not properly registered.) 
 

~ St. Joseph School ~ 
 

Carol Potter ______________________ Principal 
 

Kristen Eagleson ____ Administrative Assistant 
School Office _____________________ 395-3081 
E-mail _______________ office@stjoeolney.com 
Website ______________ www.stjoeolney.com 
FAX _____________________________ 395-8500 
 

School Board: Lora Kocher (Chairperson - 
Stringtown Representative), Christy Blank, Kathy 
Davis, Shanna Ginder, Carrie Hallam, Lauren 

McClain, Angel Padilla, Sara Peavler 
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