
 

 
FROM FR. MARK 

 

On March 19 (due to the fact that March 19 falls on a Sunday, and no memorial or feast 

day takes precedence over the Lord’s Day, the church will celebrate St. Joseph, the Husband of 

Mary on Monday, March 20) the Catholic Christian Church commemorates a Feast day entitled 

“Joseph the Husband of Mary”. From antiquity, Christians have cherished Joseph as a model of 

genuine manly virtue. Since the fourteenth century there has been a specific day set aside in the 

Roman calendar to honor him. He is viewed as the “Patron” of the universal Church, of all 

husbands and of social justice. 

In an age that has lost its way, given over to the selfish pursuit of illusory pleasure, 

Joseph should again be lifted up as a model. Joseph was a man for others. Though the Scriptures 

say little about Joseph, even that absence speaks volumes. Why? Because to Joseph, he was not 

the one who was important, others were. He loved Mary above himself and his behavior was 

“just” as a result of his love. He was prepared to “do the right thing” when she was found to be 

with child.  

Joseph was a man of faith and courage. Along with loving his betrothed, he loved His 

God courageously. He had a close, intimate personal relationship with the God of His Fathers. In 

fact, this “just” man was, in a sense, the last Patriarch, completing the lineage. Through his 

response of faith, He would receive the great gift promised for all men and women and hold in 

His arms the One that His fathers had only longed to see. 

God’s messenger, an angel, visited Joseph in a dream. He was ready to receive. He was 

disposed not only to the encounter but to the invitation it presented to pour himself out in love 

and for Love. He heard the message and, without hesitation, did what the Lord commanded!  

Joseph was a humble man. There was not an ounce of false bravado or “machismo” in 

this servant of God. Named after the great Patriarch who was sold into slavery in Egypt; he bore 

the name with similar humility. As the Old Testament Joseph embraced his lot, rejecting the 

temptation to bitterness or “victim-hood” and actually came to rule Egypt, forgiving the very 

brothers who had sold him into slavery; so too this son of the Covenant embraced the One who 

would establish the New Covenant on the altar of Calvary. In so doing, Joseph is a patron and a 

model to all who choose to walk the way of the cross. 

Joseph poured Himself out -of himself - and became filled with the love and life of God. 

He gave himself fully to God through accepting his unique and specific vocation as a guardian of 



the Redeemer. The child Jesus, God in the flesh, was given to Joseph. A Carpenter, Joseph 

taught this child how to work with wood. That was, after all, what he had to give. During the 

years so many spiritual writers have called the “hidden years”, Jesus was with Joseph and Joseph 

was with Jesus. Joseph uniquely participated in the mystery of Gods plan of redemption through 

simply being the man he was called to be.  

Over two millennia, the mission of Jesus has continued through His Body on earth, His 

Church. He has entrusted the work of that mission to all men and women who accept the 

invitation to empty themselves - of themselves – in order to be filled with the very life and love 

of God. Through the Fount of living water called Baptism, he invites each of us into His new 

family. 

 

 

SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH THE HUSBAND 

OF VIRGIN MARY 

Mass and St. Joseph Table Celebration 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

In honor of St. Joseph, the parish community of St. Joseph-

Olney will be hosting a Feast Day Celebration. To build and strengthen our Parish 

Partnership, the parishioners of St. Joseph-Olney, St. Joseph-Stringtown and Holy 

Cross-Wendelin are invited to gather for mass at 6:00 PM at the St. Joseph-Olney 

Church followed by a traditional St. Joseph Table in the Multi-purpose Room. 

If you will be attending the celebration, you are invited to share a dish of your 

favorite salad, casserole, meat trays, spreads (such as ham or chicken salad) as well 

as jelly and jams and desserts of any kind especially sweet breads. Drinks will be 

provided. Please bring your dish to the MPR before mass. 

St. Joseph was known as the protector of the Holy Family and of the Universal 

Church. As we partnership, let us take this time to gather and pray together with St. 

Joseph, the Husband of Mary for his blessing on our Parish Families. 


