
FROM FR. MARK 

Next week, our parish partnership will begin a new mass schedule. We will try this for 

about two (2) months to determine if this a better fit for all of us. I know that all of us would 

rather keep everything the same. Realistically, that would be impossible. One priest would not be 

able to cover all the masses in the three parishes that are beneficial or preferable to everyone. We 

need to have a state of mind that we are a partnership living our faith and worshiping our God, 

not as individual churches but as Roman Catholics. I am also realistic that before I retire in 14 

years, I will be pastor of 4, 5 or even 6 parishes or at least the geographical of these parishes. 

At every Parish meeting that I attend, I state the following factual information. At the 

present moment, we have 49 diocesan priests serving the 110 parishes in the Diocese of 

Belleville.  

This July 2017 three (3) Priests will be retiring from active duty, within 3 years, (2020) 

nineteen (19) priests will be retiring from active duty, which does not account for any deaths or 

medically necessary retirements. We have potentially six (6) seminarians who will be ordained 

priests within this time frame.  

The statistics may look bleak. However, this is also a time of opportunity. A question that 

is often asked of me, is it just our Diocese that have fewer and fewer priests? Simply, no. The 

Archdiocese of Chicago for instance, in 1988 (the year I was ordained) there were 8,000 

diocesan priests in Chicago. Today, 2017 there are 789, and by 2020, the projection will be under 

200. 

What can we all do?  

First, let me assure you that The Pastoral Councils of each of our parishes have been 

working hard to bring our partnership parishes together. By setting our emotions aside, the 

pastoral councils have been concerned with what is best for all. We have a common Roman 

Catholic identity, common goals, and the passing on of our Roman Catholic faith. We cannot 

compete with each other but to pull our resources and strengths together.   

Second, we need to financially support our parishes. There are many Catholics who have 

obtained various college degrees in Religious Education, Pastoral Ministry, Masters of Divinity 

etc. Though they would not be able to preside at sacramental liturgies, they are able to 

coordinate, lead and minister within the parish. The pastoral councils are beginning to outline 

various job descriptions that will fit the needs of our Parish partnership and hire a lay person to 

fulfill the outlined tasks. They will however have to be justly compensated for their work and 

level of education We will have to be mindful as to how we support our parishes. 

Third, identify, encourage and pray for an increase of vocations. The most obvious may 

be priests, but deacons and religious women as well. Identify and encourage young people to 

choose a vocation to lay ministry. As stated above, there are many positions within the church 

that does not require the promise or vow of celibacy.  

Finally, consider for yourself, a new opportunity, “Into My Vineyard,” a two-year 

program of formation for Lay Ecclesial Ministry. You will be prepared to make a major 

contribution to the future of the Church in southern Illinois. To renew, to revitalize and to 

strengthen our parishes will take individuals like you, because the Lord Jesus Christ really does 

need you to give more of yourself to your parish. These Lay Ministers will assist the Priests and 

Deacons in the service of God and neighbor, helping fellow parishioners to learn their faith, love 

their faith, and live their faith.  

For more information speak to Fr. Mark or go online: http://dps.diobelle.org/offices/into-

my-vineyard 

When Jesus left this earth after his Ascension into heaven, the apostles locked themselves 

in a room, fearful of going forth into the unknow world. It was when the Holy Spirit came to 

them that they went forth and changed the world. We are all fearful of what the future my hold, 

so let us pray for the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts so that we may have the strength to go forth 

and change the world once again. 
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