
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

4th Sunday of Lent 

  

   Eucharistic Celebrations    

Mon. Mar. 23 (at St. Joseph-Olney)  

Tue. Mar. 24 (at St. Joseph-Stringtown) 

Wed. Mar. 25 (at St. Joseph-Olney) 

 (at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville) 

Thu. Mar. 26 (at Holy Cross-Wendelin) 

Fri. Mar. 27 (at St. Joseph-Olney) 

 (at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville) 

Sat. Mar. 28 (at St. Joseph-Olney) 

 (at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville) 

Sun. Mar. 29 (at St. Joseph-Stringtown) 

 (at Holy Cross-Wendelin) 
 (at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville) 

 (at St. Joseph-Olney) 
 

OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS 

Bulletins: Bill and Judy Spitz family 

Missalettes: Mark J. Kuenstler, CPA 
 

OUR TITHES FOR MARCH 15 
Parish Operating Expense per Week = $9,847.00 

Envelopes: $6,959.25 (97) Loose: $78 

Guatemala: $150 (4) Black & Indian: $115 (4)   
 

* AROUND OUR PARISHES * 
 

ALL PARISH MEETINGS, RELIGIOUS 

FORMATION PROGRAMS AND 

SOCIAL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

Wednesday, March 25 

• 3:00 PM, Bulletin deadline. Write, type or 

email all announcements 
 
 

 

 

    St. Joseph School Notes     
 

Governor JB Pritzker has issued an Executive 
Order mandating that all public and nonpublic 
schools close through March 30 and plan to 
reopen March 31.  

CALENDAR WINNERS - $25 
 

March 16: Lisa Girdner (#816) 

March 17: Annette Mosby (#803) 

March 18: Derek Deimel (#763) 
March 19: Stephanie Runyon (#727) $500 

March 20: Lori Dougherty (#705) 
 

Let Us Pray For: Ken Caraway, Cindy Foerster, 

Dolores Herman Francis, Rose Ellen Hahn, Don 

Kapper, June Kuenstler, Cathy McDowell, Deloris 

Nix, Gerald Ochs, Emery Oesch, Bessie Rossiano, 

Anita D. Scott-Hataway, John “Bill” Schwartz, 

Mary Sheridan, Tony Tredway, Landon Voyles 

and Aurora Willard. 
 

FROM FR. MARK: 

     Jesus Christ never promised it would be easy to 

follow him. In fact, just the opposite. He said the 

path would be narrow, that he was sending us out 

like sheep among wolves.    

     The first Christians took this teaching to heart. 

“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships 

to enter the kingdom of God,” they would say. 

     As we are facing uncertainties, threats and a 

change of lifestyle being forced upon us by Covid 

19, let us turn to the virtue of fortitude. This moral 

virtue that strengthens our souls so that we are 

capable of meeting our fears, overcoming our 

weariness, and making the sacrifices that must be 

made for us to carry out our Christian duties in the 

face of hardships and opposition. 

     Having fortitude does not mean that we have no 

fear. It is natural to be afraid when we are 

threatened with injury or evil, or “lesser” fears like 

the fear of being embarrassed or humiliated or 

losing our livelihoods or professional standing. 

     Fortitude does not take away these fears, but 

fortitude helps us not to be ruled by fear — not to 

allow fear to cause us to do something wrong or to 
prevent us from doing what is right. 

     Through fortitude we can resist temptations and 

overcome our fears, and we can have the courage 

to seek God’s will before all else. 

     We exercise fortitude by an act of the will. We 

may not think we have the strength. And that is 

absolutely true, we do not. To practice fortitude 

means we need humility, knowing that our 

strength lies in the Lord. Without him we can do 

nothing. But through his grace, he will empower 

us with the strength for everything. 

     Jesus is our model in fortitude as he is in every 

other virtue. In his humanity he suffered 

agonizing fear in the Garden of Gethsemane, but 

he offered himself to God: “Father, if you are 

willing, take this cup away from me; but not my 

will, but yours be done.” 

     Following our Lord’s example of fortitude 

means that when we face struggles and trials, we 

need to ask God for his grace and we need to 

make up our minds to do what is right, despite our 

fears. 

     To grow in this virtue, the spiritual masters 

encourage us to reflect often on Jesus’ passion 

and on the sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

These give us concrete examples and inspiration 

to draw from as we try to stay firm and resolved 

in seeking God’s will. 

     We grow in fortitude through practicing self-

denial and learning to accept the little irritations, 

inconveniences, and sufferings we are 

experiencing these days, from aches and pains, to 

sickness and discomforts, to not finding those 

items in the store that we are expecting to 

purchase. 

     God wants to purify and strengthen us through 

these experiences, so we need to pray for the 

grace to receive these little trials without 

complaining or bitterness. 

     We need to pray every day that God will 

increase our courage and help us to be courageous 

in his service, especially when things are hard. If 

we do, in time, we can know what the saints 

know: that God’s grace is sufficient for us in our 

weakness, and that we can conquer through Jesus 

who loves us. 
 

 

 

Journey Onward Ye Sojourners   + 

J.O.Y.S.+  

Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate 
 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever 
follows me will have the light of life. 

 

Our days are unprecedented and filled with many 
emotions. The numerous news stories, and 
constant updates might leave one unsettled. Our 
Gracious God gave us the anecdote long ago, we 
sadly, miss it, excuse it, or might even think it 
doesn’t apply to me directly. The light of the 
world is HERE, and as long as we follow that 
Light of LOVE, there is no room for fear! Let us 
truly be and live what we profess, and claim to do 
with every Our Father we utter, Hail Mary, and 
Act of Contrition. Say you’re sorry, forgive, 
extend compassion, share and embrace one 
another (spiritually) in brotherly and sisterly 
love! Let us FIGHT this battle with peace and 
love! May the Light of the World radiate brighter 
from each and every one of us! Be Kind - Be 
Loving - Be Not Afraid! Pray- Pray - Pray!  God 
Bless you and Mama keep us all wrapped tightly 
in her mantle of Love. Keep to the J.O.Y.S 
 

Volunteer Now! Lectors, Eucharistic ministers, 

servers, ushers, greeters and gift bearers are needed 

for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday 

and Easter Sunday. Sign-up sheet is in the church 

vestibule.  
 

Easter Flower Memorials: Please use the 

envelope labeled 'Easter Flower Offering' included 

in your envelope packet. You may turn in any 

amount of money you wish, and then the flowers 

will be purchased to decorate our church. On the 

reverse side of the envelope, please print clearly 

the name of the person the memorial is for. A list 

of the memorials will be published later.  
 

The Parish and Family Life Committee is 

sponsoring a Lenten Service Project “Sharing 

God’s Presence” for the elderly residents in our 

community’s nursing homes and assisted living 



facilities. We will be collecting small items from 

our parish members to be shared with these local 

Seniors. Suggested items are: Individual  Kleenex 

packs, chocolates and hard candy (regular and 

sugar free), snack size crackers and cookies, 

animal crackers, chips and gold fish crackers, 

footies,  word search books (large print), small 

bottles of hand lotions and anti-bacterial gel, juice 

boxes, small pops, microwave popcorn, small 

flashlights, compact mirrors, Chapstick, combs, 

small note pads and sticky notes. Items can be 

brought to back of church and placed in the 

designated collection box or contact Sondra 

Geiger (618-843-8532) for pickup or delivery at 

Blank’s Insurance Agency at 515 S Whittle. 

Monetary donations can be dropped off to church 

office and tagged as ‘Lenten Service Project’. The 

deadline for collections will be Sunday, April 5. 
 

Respect Life Corner: Open my eyes, Lord. Help 

me to see as you see! In the Gospel of John, 

society assumed that the man was blind because 

he was a sinner. When Jesus healed him on the 

Sabbath, the Pharisees also thought Jesus was a 

sinner as He broke the Law of Moses. Jesus saw 

something different in the blind man; not a sinner, 

but a man in need of healing and redemption. The 

blind man, in turn, saw Jesus, not as a sinner who 

broke the law, but as the Messiah who frees us 

from sin and restores us back to right relationship 

with our Father. He was so moved that he 

worshipped him.  How does this gospel relate to 

us and our view of others? Do we see our fellow 

brothers and sisters as sinners, or companions on 

a journey also in need of God’s saving grace?  
 

Learn, Act, Connect and Pray: Let’s work 

together this week to withhold judgement and to 

show kindness instead of mercy to others; the 

same kindness and mercy that we would like 
shown to us. Ask God to heal our view of the 

world and to see the world as He does, through 

His eyes! 
 

 

To stay connected to our masses and prayer, 

here are some resources for you to use:  

~ Televised Masses ~ 
CatholicTV: http://catholictv.org/masses/notre-

dame-mass. Live Mass from the Basilica of the 

Sacred Heart at Notre Dame's campus in South 

Bend, 10:00 AM ET every Sunday; 9:30 AM ET 

Monday-Friday 

St. Patrick's Cathedral: https://saintpatricks 

cathedral.org/live. Live Mass from St. Patrick's 

Cathedral in New York; 10:15 AM ET every 

Sunday 

CatholicTV: http://catholictv.org/masses /catholictv-

mass; 8:00 AM, 5:30 PM, 10:00 PM ET every 

Sunday  

San Fernando Cathedral: http://catholictv.org/ 

masses /catholictv-mass. Live from San Fernando 

Cathedral in San Antonio, Texas, 8:00 AM, 12:00 

PM every Sunday 

~ Prayer Resources ~ 
Liturgy of the Hours: http://www.universalis.com/-

700/today.htm.  

Find morning, daytime, evening and night prayers 

online.  

Pray the Rosary: http://catholictv.org/masses/ 

catholictv-mass. Pray along with videos for all of 

the mysteries of the Rosary. 
 

~ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS ~ 
 

Baby Crib Charity Drive for the WIC program in 

Richland/Jasper will continue with a crib at 

Stringtown and a play pen in Olney until Easter. 

Needed items: size 3 diapers, pull ups, onesies, 

blankets, baby wipes, crib sheets, baby shampoo and 

lotion, infant toys, sippy cups with handles and first 

aid kits. No bottles or formula. 

Applications are now available for the 2020 Olney, 

Wendelin, Stringtown, Knights of Columbus Council 

Scholarships. To qualify, the applicant or parent must 

be a member of Council 1352. Please submit 

scholarship applications by 5:00 PM, Wednesday, 

April 15. Forms can be downloaded from the Olney 

K of C Facebook page, picked up at a Fish Fry, or 

requested by emailing Kevin Bookhout at: 

book@wabash.net. 

 

 

St. Joseph Church 
208 South Elliott St. 
Olney, Illinois 62450 

 
‘Renewing the Vision’ 

March 22, 2020 
4th Sunday of Lent 

 
 

~ Mission Statement ~ 
St. Joseph Parish family is a community of 
believers rooted in the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. Using the individual gifts we have 
been given by God, we minister to ourselves 

and others through prayer, support, and 
service. We nurture our inherited faith life 

and through the power of the Spirit  
pass it to future generations. 

 

Website ____ www.stjosephchurcholney.com 
 

Very Rev. Fr. Mark Stec, V.F _________ Pastor 
Fr. Mark’s Cell ______________ 618- 841-7324 
E-mail _________________ mstec88@msn.com 
 

Fr. Brett Judkins  ___________ Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Brett’s Cell ______________ 618- 514-3820 
E-mail _______ fatherbrettjudkins@gmail.com 
 

Caroline Trimble ________ Pastoral Associate 
Caroline’s Cell ______________ 618- 263-7106 
E-mail ____________ CtrimblePA@gmail.com 
 

Kim Kocher ______ Administrative Assistant 

Parish Office _____________________ 392-8181 
E-mail ___ stjosephchurch_olney@yahoo.com 
 

Kelly Richardson (C.R.E.) __________ 838-5244 
 

Jeffrey Rosenberg _________________ Trustee 
Elliot Brazil _______________________ Trustee 
 

Pastoral Council: Kurt Ginder, Jane Kocher, 
Wayne Kocher, Cathy McDowell, Vicki 
Stuckey, Matthew Zuber 

~ Sacraments ~ 
 

Baptism: Infant or adult, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays from 4:00 PM – 
4:30 PM or contact the Parish Office. 

 

Marriage: Call no later than 6 months 
 in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Any time of need. 
 

 
 

~ Welcome, New Parishioners ~ 
 

Please register as soon as you move into our 
parish. Call the Parish Office (392-8181) to 

receive a new member packet.  
(If you are not receiving church offering 

envelopes, you are not properly registered.) 
 

~ St. Joseph School ~ 
 

Carol Potter ______________________ Principal 
 

Kristen Eagleson ____ Administrative Assistant 
School Office _____________________ 395-3081 
E-mail _______________ office@stjoeolney.com 
Website _______________ www.stjoeolney.com 
FAX _____________________________ 395-8500 
 

School Board: Lora Kocher (Chairperson - 
Stringtown Representative), Christy Blank, Kathy 
Davis, Shanna Ginder, Carrie Hallam, Mark 
Lambird, Sara Peavler, Erin Ranes, 
Mike Stevens (Holy Cross Representative) 
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