
Sunday, February 21, 2021 

1st Sunday of Lent 

 

   Eucharistic Celebrations    

  

Mon. Feb. 22 6:30PM (at Stringtown) 

Tue. Feb. 23 6:30PM (at Lawrenceville) 

Wed. Feb. 24 8:00am Special Intention 

Thu. Feb. 25 6:30PM (at Wendelin) 
 

Sat. Feb. 27 4:00PM (at Wendelin) 

 5:00PM Jim & Mary Steber; 

  Brenda Kocher 

Sun. Feb. 28 8:00am Julietta Eckstein; 

  Jeff, Verlie & Lynn 

Troutman  

 8:00am (at Stringtown) 

 10:00am (at Wendelin) 

 10:00am  (at Lawrenceville) 

 

OUR MONTHLY SPONSORS 

Bulletins: Bob and Joan Uhl 

Missalettes: Peavler Trucking   

 

OUR TITHES FOR FEBRUARY 14 
Parish Operating Expense per Week = $9,847.00 

Envelopes: $9,169.50 (73) Loose: $30 

Guatemala: $200 (10)   First Offering: $15 (3)    

 

KEEP CONNECTED with the church and 

receive important messages and updates via text 

and email. Sign up for Flocknote by texting 

stjoeholycross to 84576 to get connected. 
 

 

~ Kudos ~ 

 To Mary Jane Kuenstler, who celebrates 

her 93rd birthday on February 23. Happy 

birthday! 
 To Harold Zuber, who celebrates his 96th 

birthday on February 24. Happy birthday! 
 

 

 

 

 

* AROUND OUR PARISHES * 
 

Wednesday, February 24 

• Bulletin deadline, 3:00 PM. Write, type or 

email all announcements. 
 

 

    St. Joseph School Notes     
 
Wednesday, February 24 

• School Mass, 8:00 AM (Grades 2 & 3 attend).  
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
* At this time, the school is not able to allow 
visitors to the office in order to reduce exposure 
to students and staff. If you need anything from 
the school office, simply use the buzzer. A staff 
member will help you outside. 
* Empower IL: Donors can provide direct 
scholarships for K-12 students and receive a 
powerful 75% credit on their Illinois state taxes 
through the Invest in Kids Tax Credit Scholarship 
(TCS) program. Last year, we were able to provide 11 
scholarships for families through Empower due to 
generous gifts. This year, the Schreiber family will 
match up to $15,000 in gifts (given from Feb. 1 to 
March 31) to our school thus enabling St. Joseph to 
offer $30,000 in scholarships. For more 
information: https://empowerillinois.org/donate/ 

 
 

CALENDAR WINNERS - $25 
Feb. 15: Michelle & Tyler Cowman (#432) 
Feb. 16: Gerald Roth (#370) 
Feb. 17: Andrew Camfield (#477) 
Feb. 18: Karen Hahn (#640) 
Feb. 19: Mark & Becky Steber (#580) 

 

Let Us Pray For: Cindy Foerster, Cathy 

McDowell and Gerald Ochs. 
 

Please call or email the Parish Office to add your 

name to the Prayer List. Unless notified to extend, 

the listing in the bulletin will be for four weeks. 
 

 

During the Season of Lent… 
 

RECONCILIATION prior to mass, from 

5:00PM until 6:15 PM 

* Mondays at St. Joseph-Stringtown 

* Tuesdays at St. Lawrence-Lawrenceville 

* Thursdays at Holy Cross-Wendelin 
 

* Saturdays at St. Joseph-Olney (4:15PM-

4:45PM) 

* Sundays at St. Joseph-Olney (7:15am-

7:45am) 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS… 

Fridays at 6:30 PM at St. Lawrence-

Lawrenceville and St. Joseph-Stringtown 
 

Journey Onward Ye Sojourners  

 + J.O.Y.S.+  

Caroline Trimble Pastoral Associate 

The season of Lent allows the opportunity for 
one to be still with God. Are you willing to be 
still? Are you willing to allow yourself to be 
vulnerable to God?  
 

What you do with this opportunity during 
these 40 days is entirely up to you! If you are 
willing to journey more intimately towards 
the heart of the Father then you must begin 
here.  One must Fast- Pray- give Alms- We are 
called to Fast (no meat on Fridays)- Pray 
(more than usual) and give Alms (generous 
beyond money) during this time. Why not 
add another day of Fasting- add a Spiritual 
Book to the Praying-add Alms of forgiveness- 
gratitude- kindness. Let this Lent be a journey 
that will make Easter more glorious and 
radiant- because you have decreased and He 
(the Father) has increased!  If YOU do not die 
with Christ you will not rise with HIM! 
Journey onward and carry your cross with 
Love- carry it with Fasting- Prayer- and 

Almsgiving!      Keep to the J.O.Y.S.  

 
 

Messenger Newspaper Subscription 

Renewal: Please stay connected with your 

Diocese through a subscription to The 

Messenger Catholic Newspaper. Payments can 

be made via your Messenger envelope or on-line 

at www.bellevillemessenger.org Please make 

checks payable to ‘The Messenger’. The cost 

is still only $25 for print or digital and $30 for 

both! 
 

On each of the individual parish websites, 

there is a link to sign up for Mass. At the top of 

the website, click on: Mass Sign-Up You Must 

Register to Attend. This will take you to ‘Sign-

Up Genius’. Then scroll down to choose the 

Mass you wish to attend. Click on a box to “Sign 

Up” and then scroll all the way down to the 

bottom of the screen and click on “Submit and 

Sign Up”. This will take you to another screen 

where you can enter your name and the number 

of people coming. Then click on “Sign Up 

Now”.  
 

It’s Okay to Be Tempted. True. But it is not 

okay to give in. Just as Jesus spent his forty days 

in the desert protected by the Spirit, let us have 

the same trust that God guides us on this Lenten 

retreat to Kingdom thinking, speaking, and 

behaving as He sees fit. Let us sing with the 

Psalmist that God’s ways are love and truth, 

guiding the humble to justice.  
 

* Since the Kingdom of God is at hand, how 

will I repent?  
 

* What must I stop saying and doing to 

embrace more fully this Kingdom?  
 

* How can I work for justice?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://empowerillinois.org/donate/
http://www.bellevillemessenger.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054CAAAE29A3F85-mass2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054CAAAE29A3F85-mass2


Respect Life Corner- “The Spirit drove Jesus 

out of the desert, and he remained in the desert 

for forty days, tempted by Satan.” In Mark’s 

Gospel, 1:12-15, Each year, the First Sunday 

of Lent we are immediately taken to the scene 

of Jesus’s temptation in the desert by Satan. 

The forty-day time period signifies a time of 

preparation and orientation that allows Jesus 

(and us) to see the world in a new way. Like 

Noah’s forty days on the boat in the First 

Reading from Genesis, it is a rebuilding of our 

commitment to God and allowing His vision 

for our lives. After the temptation, Jesus 

emerges with full authority, stronger, as He 

proclaims that “the kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent and believe in the gospel.”  
 

Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- We too are 

tempted, yet we too have worth and purpose. 

We are called by Our Father to a vocation that 

He has in mind for us. Whether it being 

praying for the unborn, helping a mother in 

need, or welcoming an immigrant to our 

community, these small acts make a big 

difference in building up the Kingdom of God. 

During these 40 days of Lent, may we pray for 

God’s grace to move in our lives as He shows 

us new opportunities to grow in faith as we 

firmly say “yes” to all God has in store for us. 

Lent has just begun. Let’s work to emerge 

stronger than ever in our faith. Pray “Lord, 

help us follow you into new life this Lent.” 
 

~ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS ~ 
 

Friday, February 26: Fish Fry Night; 

5:00PM- 7:00 PM at the Olney City Park 

Community Building. To maintain the social 

distancing practice, seating is limited to 

approximately 50. Carry-outs are preferred. 

Everyone is welcome. Parishioners are 

encouraged to volunteer for the next Fish Fry 

Nights by calling Steve Kuenstler (392-

2455). 

Practicing Catholic Men ages 18+ are 

encouraged to join or rejoin the Knights of 

Columbus. Membership can be achieved by 

viewing a video presentation. Contact Hank 

Ginder for more information at 843-3016 or 

email at hnginder76@hotmail.com. 
 

The Baby Cribs Charity Drive will be in St. 

Joseph Parishes in Olney and Stringtown to 

benefit the WIC Program. Just as in past years 

all donations are accepted. Critical needed items 

are baby wipes, baby clothing and outfits, 

onesies, newborn diapers, A & D ointment and 

thermometers. Our slogan this year during alms 

giving Lent is “Warmth in the Arms of its 

Mother.” 
 

Knights of the week as Fish Fry volunteers: Jim 

Volk, Chris Doll and Mike Uhl. 
 

Family of the Month: Steve Kuenstler Family; 

Steve, Donna, Preston, Kyle, Dan and Mary 

Ann, and also Steve and Austin Tibbs for being 

the Fish Fry managers each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Church 
208 South Elliott St. 
Olney, Illinois 62450 

 
‘Renewing the Vision’ 

February 21, 2021 
1st Sunday of Lent 

 
 

~ Mission Statement ~ 
St. Joseph Parish family is a community of 
believers rooted in the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. Using the individual gifts we have 
been given by God, we minister to ourselves 

and others through prayer, support, and 
service. We nurture our inherited faith life 

and through the power of the Spirit  
pass it to future generations. 

 

 
Website _____ www.stjosephchurcholney.com 
 
Very Rev. Fr. Mark Stec, V.F _________ Pastor 
Fr. Mark’s Cell _______________ 618-841-7324 
E-mail _________________ mstec88@msn.com 
 
Caroline Trimble ________ Pastoral Associate 
Caroline’s Cell _______________ 618-263-7106 
E-mail ____________ CtrimblePA@gmail.com 
 
Kim Kocher ______ Administrative Assistant 

Parish Office _____________________ 392-8181 
E-mail ___ stjosephchurch_olney@yahoo.com 
 
Jeffrey Rosenberg _________________ Trustee 
Elliot Brazil _______________________ Trustee 
 
Pastoral Council: Kurt Ginder, Jane Kocher, 
Wayne Kocher, Cathy McDowell, Vicki 
Stuckey, Matthew Zuber 

 

~ Sacraments ~ 
 

Baptism: Infant or adult, please contact  
the Parish Office. 

 

Reconciliation: Saturdays from 4:15 PM – 
4:30 PM or contact the Parish Office. 

 

Marriage: Call no later than 6 months 
 in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick: Any time of need. 
 

 
 

~ Welcome, New Parishioners ~ 
 

Please register as soon as you move into our 
parish. Call the Parish Office (392-8181) to 

receive a new member packet.  
(If you are not receiving church offering 

envelopes, you are not properly registered.) 
 

~ St. Joseph School ~ 
 

Carol Potter ______________________ Principal 
 

Kristen Eagleson ____ Administrative Assistant 
School Office _____________________ 395-3081 
E-mail _______________ office@stjoeolney.com 
Website ______________ www.stjoeolney.com 
FAX _____________________________ 395-8500 
 

School Board: Lora Kocher (Chairperson - 
Stringtown Representative), Christy Blank, Kathy 
Davis, Shanna Ginder, Carrie Hallam, Lauren 

McClain, Angel Padilla, Sara Peavler 

mailto:hnginder76@hotmail.com
http://www.stjosephchurcholney.com/
mailto:mstec88@msn.com
mailto:office@stjoeolney.com
http://www.stjoeolney.com/

